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Jesuits was unceasing. Protestantism could only
hold its hard-won territory at the price of sleepless
vigilance. Is it any marvel, especially when we
remember that to ordinary human nature it always
seems easier to defend what it is easy to define,
that Protestantism abandoned its front line of
defence and fell back within the safer because the
more familiar lines of authority, and over against
an infallible Pope set up an infallible book ?

It is not, perhaps, to be marvelled at; it is none
the less to be regretted. To this day our teeth
are being set on edge by the sour fruit of Protestant
scholasticism. When, for example, men talk about
the supposed perfections of Scripture " as originally
given," claiming infallibility, not indeed for the
Bible as we have it, but for some imaginary auto-
graph which no man ever has seen or can see ; or
when, again, they seek to establish the book's
authority by evidence which belongs to the sphere
of literary and historical fact, rather than of faith,
they show themselves no longer in the true Pro-
testant succession of Luther and Calvin, but rather
the descendants of their less discerning sons of the
seventeenth century. Another sign of the same
evil inheritance may be traced in the false and
overstrained typology of some modern evangelicals.
Interpreters of this school usually belong to the
straitest sect of Protestants, yet, little as they